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Hot Homes for Warm Weather 

Three summer homes for sale in Nevada, New England and France 

PHOTO: PETER TYE 

By AILI MCCONNON 

March 16, 2016 11:30 a.m. ET 

$23.9 million 

Lake Tahoe, 1.7 acres 

The castle-like residence has five bedrooms and a guest suite, as well as a wine cellar, a tasting 

room and a Juliet balcony. The grounds include a 180-foot-private beach and an illuminated 

dipping pond with dolphin sculptures and an Italian sandstone waterfall. A private pier has two 

motorized boat lifts, a boat launch and a deep-water buoy. 

Agent: Sierra Sotheby’s International Realty 

 



PHOTO: MAURY PEOPLE 

$21.5 million 

Nantucket, Mass., 3.79 acres 

This property features two homes, a pool and private beach access. The main house includes 

three bedrooms, a study and a catering kitchen. A studio, connected to the main house by a 

pergola, and an additional cottage, provide four more bedrooms. A gym, wine cellar, and herb 

and vegetable garden are included in the sale. 

Agent: Compass Rose Real Estate 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PHOTO: MICHAËL ZINGRAF REAL ESTATE/CHRISTIE’S INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE 

$16.3 million 

Cote d’Azur, 0.9 acres 

This newly built residence has eight bedrooms and a home cinema, fitness room and caretaker’s 

apartment. A heated pool, Jacuzzi and pool house overlook the local beaches and bay. 

Agent: Michaël Zingraf Real Estate/Christie’s International Real Estate 

http://www.wsj.com/articles/hot-homes-for-warm-weather-

1458142237 

http://www.wsj.com/articles/hot-homes-for-warm-weather-1458142237
http://www.wsj.com/articles/hot-homes-for-warm-weather-1458142237
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Buy This Irish Castle for the Bargain Price of $7 
Million 
The 700-year-old Glin Castle in County Limerick, and all 380 of its 

acres, are on the market. 

By  Lisa Selin Davis 

March 17, 2016 — 2:44 AM EDT 

St. Patrick likely wasn’t much of a partier1, even as the day we celebrate him2 is full of 

indulgences. That said, if whiskey and Guinness and traditional Irish-American-style 

corned beef and cabbage aren’t enough of a fête for you, perhaps you’d like to pick up 

the ultimate party spot: an Irish castle. 

Glin Castle, in west County Limerick, sits on 380 acres, 23 of which are “pleasure 

grounds”—the woodland walks and gardens, both landscaped and informal, that 

surround the building. If you’re into vintage houses, this one ought to do. It’s about 700 

years old. 

Glin Castle is located in County Limerick, Ireland, just over the Shannon Estuary from County Clare. 

Source: Sherry FitzGerald/Christie's International Real Estate 

http://www.bloomberg.com/authors/ASwZWdrkC0o/lisa-selin-davis
http://www.bloomberg.com/#footnote-1458162887467
http://www.bloomberg.com/#footnote-1458162916248
http://www.glincastle.ie/


The Knights of Glin 

Originally built by an order called the Knights of Glin, the castle was handed down for 

generations and served as the ancestral home to the FitzGerald clan. But the last Knight 

of Glin, Desmond FitzGerald, died in 2011. He had three daughters, but no sons, so he 

had no heir to assume the helm. (The three daughters all live outside of Ireland, anyway; 

one is even married to actor Dominic West, McNulty from The Wire.) 

Before the patriarch's death, the family tried renting it out to celebs such as Mick Jagger. 

They then operated the 20,000-square-foot castle as a luxury bed-and-breakfast—

what’s called a “Blue Book property”—from 2005 to 2009, but that wasn’t a time for 

booming business. 

“The recession hit and they decided not to continue,” says Roseanne De Vere-Hunt, 

director and head of country homes, farms, and estates at Sherry FitzGerald (no direct 

relation), an affiliate of Christie's International Real Estate in Ireland. Luckily for the 

next owner, she says, “they spent about €2.5 million [$2.75 million] bringing it up to 

luxury standards.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seen here, the castle’s “double flying staircase” with a Venetian window that overlooks the garden. 
 

Source: Sherry FitzGerald/Christie's International Real Estate 

http://www.irelands-blue-book.ie/


The castle has 21 bedrooms and includes a smoking room, a drawing room, and a 

library. Corinthian columns line the reception hall and lead to a magnificent staircase, 

the only "double flying staircase" in Ireland, lit by a Venetian window. Look close for 

decorative shamrocks; Glin's one of the first recorded places they were used. There’s 

also a gate lodge and a guest lodge done up in a hyperdecorative “gingerbread” style, for 

when your fête needs some overflow space. A dairy farm that comes with the property is 

fully operational thanks to a partnership agreement with the FitzGeralds and a local 

farmer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The front hall with its screen of Corinthian columns, a neoclassical ceiling, and historic portraits of the Knights of Glin. The romantic 

title dates back to the early 13th century. 
 

Source: Sherry FitzGerald/Christie's International Real Estate 
 

If you’re worried about decorating 20,000 square feet, have no fear. Many of the castle’s 

contents and furnishings are for sale as well, most having been collected over lifetimes 

and expertly curated by the late knight, who himself was a key player in establishing the 

Irish Historical Trust. They include a set of sixteen 19th century Jacobean dining chairs; 

a turn-of-the-19th-century mahogany clock; and portraits of Knights of Glin through the 

ages. The collection is valued by Christie’s Auction House, where Desmond FitzGerald 

worked as the Irish representative, at €2.35 million, and is offered separately from the 

rest of the estate. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The collection of furnishings, décor, and art is offered separately from the rest of the estate. 
 

Source: Sherry FitzGerald/Christie's International Real Estate 
 

Co-op vs. Castle 

By American—or at least New York or San Francisco—standards, the castle, its grounds, 

and adjacent buildings are a bargain at a mere €6.5 million, or around $7.2 million. If 

you want to buy a place on the route of New York’s famous St. Patrick’s Day parade (it's 

the oldest in the world), which runs from 44th to 79th streets up Manhattan's Fifth 

Avenue, you’re more likely to get a three-bed, two-bath co-op like this one. It’s not bad 

(look at that terrace!), but it’s no castle. 

The property, says De Vere-Hunt, “has seen considerable interest from international 

buyers, particularly American, many of them with Irish heritage looking for a piece of 

Irish history and soil.” And luckily those folks can pass it on to their children, no matter 

what gender they may be. 
 

  

https://www.nycstpatricksparade.org/about/
http://www.zillow.com/homedetails/825-5th-Ave-APT-11DE-New-York-NY-10065/108861109_zpid/?view=public


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The 23 acres of mature pleasure grounds include well-thought-out formal gardens as well as informal gardens that link to the wider 

parkland estate’s woodland walks. 
 

Source: Sherry FitzGerald/Christie's International Real Estate 

Glin Castle can be operated as a B&B again, now that the economy has picked up, or as a 

full-time or country residence. De Vere-Hunt thinks it’s particularly well-suited for a 

seasonal home, one that an owner could rent out the rest of the year. After all, the castle 

sits about an hour west of Limerick city and Shannon International Airport, making it 

easy to get back and forth to the States or Europe. 

But, let’s face it, with 380 acres you probably have room to add an airstrip and land your 

private plane. 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Glin Castle overlooks the Shannon Estuary on the periphery of Glin village. It’s an hour’s drive from Limerick city center and about 

2.5 hours from Dublin. 
 

Source: Sherry FitzGerald/Christie's International Real Estate 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some 380 acres of mature parkland are ripe for hunts with the North Kerry Harriers club. 
 

Source: Sherry FitzGerald/Christie's International Real Estate 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here, the dining room. Those 19th century Jacobean dining chairs are for sale, too, in a set of 16. 
 

Source: Sherry FitzGerald/Christie's International Real Estate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of Glin Castle’s 21 bedrooms. 
 

Source: Sherry FitzGerald/Christie's International Real Estate 

 

  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yes, there’s more modern, modest rooms in the castle, too—like this living room/library. 
 

Source: Sherry FitzGerald/Christie's International Real Estate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glin Castle spans some 20,000 square feet. Here, the dine-in kitchen. 
 

Source: Sherry FitzGerald/Christie's International Real Estate 
  

  



Decorative plasterwork comes with the sale. FitzGerald’s notable collection of Irish furniture and paintings is valued by Christie’s 

at an additional $2.6 million. 

Source: Sherry FitzGerald/Christie's International Real Estate 

http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2016-03-17/glin-castle-in-

limerick-ireland-for-sale-6-5-million-euros 

http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2016-03-17/glin-castle-in-limerick-ireland-for-sale-6-5-million-euros
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2016-03-17/glin-castle-in-limerick-ireland-for-sale-6-5-million-euros
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A Spectacular Ski-In, Ski-Out Penthouse in 
Colorado Is on the Market for $3.4 Million 

Designed by Rockwell Group, it’s one of the most expensive properties of its 

kind in the area 

TEXT BY JENNIFER TZESES      Posted March 10, 2016 

This ski-in, ski-out penthouse with modern interiors by Rockwell Group is one of 

the priciest units in Colorado’s Aspen/Snowmass Village area to date. It’s 

conveniently located at the Residences Viceroy Snowmass, right at the base of 

Snowmass Mountain. Spread across a single level, the open-plan interiors feature 

wood-plank flooring in the generous living-dining room, which has a fireplace, and 

the adjoining state-of-the-art kitchen with a peninsula bar. The master suite, one of 

three bedrooms, also has a fireplace. Two terraces make the most of the amazing 

mountain views all around, and the luxury amenities of the nearby Viceroy 

Snowmass resort, such as a full-service spa, a pool and fitness center, and a 

slopeside ski valet, are available to residents. 

Stats  

3 Bedrooms  

3 Baths  

2,169 sq. ft.  

$3.4 million 

Contact: Viceroy Snowmass, 855-923-4500; viceroysnowmasssales.com 

http://www.architecturaldigest.com/contributor/jennifer-tzeses
http://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/rockwell-group-ad100
http://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/aspen-colorado-hotel-jerome-renovation-little-nell
http://www.viceroyhotelsandresorts.com/en/snowmass/overview/amenities
http://viceroysnowmasssales.com/


The large living-dining area offers mountain views. 

There’s an open kitchen with a breakfast bar and dining area. 

 



A fireplace is the focal point of the living area. 

The expansive master bedroom includes a sitting area and a fireplace. 



The snow-covered landscape is an inspired setting for outdoor entertaining. 

The home’s location at the base of Snowmass Mountain makes skiing in and out a 
breeze. 

http://www.architecturaldigest.com/gallery/ski-in-ski-out-penthouse-

snowmass-colorado 
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Dezer/Related Group to break ground on 
Armani/Casa condo tower 
Mar 8, 2016 

Brian Bandell 

Dezer Development and the Related Group are set to break ground on the Residences 

by Armani/Casa condominium tower in Sunny Isles Beach. 

The ground breaking ceremony will take place on March 9 at 10 a.m. at 18975 Collins 

Ave. near the beach. This is the first Armani-branded condo in the United States, and its 

interior was designed by the company itself. The 56-story condo tower was designed by 

César Pelli. 

 

The west side of Residences by Armani/Casa. 

The developers said they have over 65 percent of its 308 residences under contract, 

with over $650 million in sales. 

 “The initial success of the sales process is a true testament to the new dimension 

Residences by Armani/Casa is bringing to South Florida’s high-end real estate market,” 

said Gil Dezer, president of Dezer Development. “We are delighted to be hosting this 

momentous occasion and to be delivering a product with the timeless elegance and 

grace that is synonymous with the Armani brand.” 

http://www.bizjournals.com/southflorida/bio/7461/Brian+Bandell


Units at Residences by Armani/Casa range from 1,350 square to 4,160 square feet. 

They are priced from $2 million to over $15 million. 

The project will include over 35,000 square feet of amenities, including a pool, fitness 

center, movie theater, a two-story spa, a beach club, a restaurant, a cigar room, and a 

wine cellar. Swiss landscape architect Enzo Enea designed a 3-acre garden oasis for 

the building featuring sculptures by Sandro Chia and Boaz Vaadia. 

“This is a very proud moment as we come one step closer to making The Armani 

Group’s first real estate venture in the U.S. a reality,” said Jorge M. Pérez, founder of 

the Related Group. “The collaboration of the distinctive design talents of Giorgio Armani 

and César Pelli creates an unmistakable aesthetic landmark filled with refined and 

modern sophistication. It’s very clear that Residences by Armani/Casa is giving Sunny 

Isles Beach its defining architectural statement.” 

The general contractor on the project is CoastalTishman, a joint venture between 

Miami-based Coastal Construction and New York-based Tishman Construction, an 

AECOM company. It has already installed the supporting pilings for the tower. The hotel 

that was previously on the site was torn down. 

The Residences by Armani/Casa should be completed in 2018. 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 
 



 
 



 

 
  



 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 



 
 
 
 



http://www.bizjournals.com/southflorida/news/2016/03/08/dezer-

related-group-to-break-ground-on-armani-casa.html#g24 



 

 
Dave Seleski on Cuba: Banking, business 
and Obama 
Updated Mar 28, 2016, 1:36pm EDT 

Nina Lincoff 

Stonegate Bank’s Dave Seleski has been to Cuba a few times, as expected of the 

president and CEO of an institution with close ties to the island. And Seleski was back 

in Havana last week, during President Barack Obama’s visit to the nation just 90 miles 

south of Florida. 

The Pompano Beach-based bank (NASDAQ: SGBK) solidified its relationship with the 

island nation last May, when it agreed to bank the Cuban government’s interests in 

Washington, D.C. at the request of the U.S. Department of State. Stonegate quickly 

followed up that move with the announcement it had entered into a correspondent 

banking relationship with Cuba’s Banco Internacional de Comercio, the first U.S. 

institution to enter the market. 

David Seleski Founder/President/CEO, Stonegate Bank 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stonegate took its Cuba relationship a bit further in November, when it launched a 
MasterCard debit card that could be used at Cuba’s hotels, restaurants and other 
businesses. The Stonegate cards are the first U.S. credit and debit cards approved for 
use on the island. 
 

http://www.bizjournals.com/southflorida/bio/25911/Nina+Lincoff


Seleski discussed the cards, Obama’s speech and more in a conversation with the 
Business Journal. This interview has been condensed for clarity. 
 
You’ve been to Cuba before because of Stonegate’s banking business. What was this 
trip like? I flew out Saturday and came back on Wednesday. I can really only speak to 
Havana, but there is just so much more private entrepreneurship there now than before. 
A lot of change is in the air. People are taking a very active approach to giving this 
change a chance. 
 
What was Obama’s visit like? There was a lot of focus on the youth of Cuba as being 
the future. The administration was very focused on young private entrepreneurs and 
young professionals and really saying that the future of Cuba is in their hands. The 
amount of young people invited to [Obama’s] speech was big, I would say about 60 
percent of the crowd was 25-years-old or younger. It was very focused on the youth, but 
that’s been Obama’s mantra from day one. Even in his elections, he was really focused 
on the younger people. 
 
Were Stonegate debit cards used during the trip? Was there an uptick in signups? 
We’ve got less than 100 out there now, and it’s largely because they can’t be used at 
ATMs yet. They’re limited point of sale transactions and you have to physically come to 
a branch to open an account. So if someone in Texas or California wants one, it’s just 
not really realistic. But the cards should work at ATMs around June, that’s what Master 
Card projects. 
 
What else is Stonegate working on in Cuba? We had a couple business meetings last 
week and we were part of the [U.S. Cuba Business Council, under the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce] delegation that went down. We’re working on three projects right now in 
Cuba. As those things develop … hopefully it will come to fruition in the next 90 days. 
The projects are about providing more financial services to U.S. companies and Cuban 
entrepreneurs. Like with anything when you’re the first, it takes a little bit more time. 
 
 
Are peer financial institutions entering Cuba? As for a traditional banking type of 
situation, we haven’t seen anybody yet. But that could change tomorrow. The PayPals 
are already looking. 
 
What business opportunities are you seeing? Things are happening very quickly. There 
are enormous businesses that are opening up in Cuba, small entrepreneurs. There is a 
lot more optimism of the people that expect the economic situation to change. You see 
a lot more construction going on, and from what I hear building materials are very hard 
to come by down there. You have a lot of foreign investors entering, mostly in Havana, 
and they need more raw material. You are seeing more and more American companies 
being approved to do business. 
 
You’ve been to Havana a couple times. Any recommendations? 
 
Definitely the architecture, but it’s really important to see everything. If you have the 
opportunity to leave Havana and go out to some of the farms, and not to just a nice 
restaurant, try to see the people, talk to the people. Cubans are estimating that this 
year, there will be 1 million American visitors, up from 400,000 last year. 
 



Any travel tips?[Go] in the second half of the year, when airlines get route approvals 
that’ll make it a lot easier - and cheaper. 

http://www.bizjournals.com/southflorida/news/2016/03/28/dave-

seleski-on-cuba-banking-business-and-

obama.html?ana=e_du_prem&s=article_du&ed=2016-03-

28&u=YFbllt9F8A2EatZ%2FN5TDTg08e9a6b9&t=1459200192&j=718057

82  

http://www.bizjournals.com/southflorida/news/2016/03/28/dave-seleski-on-cuba-banking-business-and-obama.html?ana=e_du_prem&s=article_du&ed=2016-03-28&u=YFbllt9F8A2EatZ%2FN5TDTg08e9a6b9&t=1459200192&j=71805782
http://www.bizjournals.com/southflorida/news/2016/03/28/dave-seleski-on-cuba-banking-business-and-obama.html?ana=e_du_prem&s=article_du&ed=2016-03-28&u=YFbllt9F8A2EatZ%2FN5TDTg08e9a6b9&t=1459200192&j=71805782
http://www.bizjournals.com/southflorida/news/2016/03/28/dave-seleski-on-cuba-banking-business-and-obama.html?ana=e_du_prem&s=article_du&ed=2016-03-28&u=YFbllt9F8A2EatZ%2FN5TDTg08e9a6b9&t=1459200192&j=71805782
http://www.bizjournals.com/southflorida/news/2016/03/28/dave-seleski-on-cuba-banking-business-and-obama.html?ana=e_du_prem&s=article_du&ed=2016-03-28&u=YFbllt9F8A2EatZ%2FN5TDTg08e9a6b9&t=1459200192&j=71805782
http://www.bizjournals.com/southflorida/news/2016/03/28/dave-seleski-on-cuba-banking-business-and-obama.html?ana=e_du_prem&s=article_du&ed=2016-03-28&u=YFbllt9F8A2EatZ%2FN5TDTg08e9a6b9&t=1459200192&j=71805782
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Federal agents swarm Opa-
locka Municipal Complex 
Mayor Myra Taylor, husband under investigation for alleged kickback scheme 

By Peter Burke 

Posted: 10:47 AM, March 10, 2016 

 

OPA-LOCKA, Fla. - Federal agents were executing a search warrant Thursday morning 
at an Opa-locka city building. 

Sky 10 was above the Opa-locka Municipal Complex, 780 Fisherman St., as FBI agents 
were seen carrying items out of the building. 

The concentration seemed to be near the Opa-locka branch of the Miami-Dade Public 
Library System. 

Police cars were blocking off Fisherman Street near Opa-locka Boulevard. 

http://www.local10.com/author/pburke


A representative with Genovese Joblove & Battista said the city of Opa-locka voted 
unanimously Wednesday night to retain the law firm to help the city restructure its debt. 

"We are working with the city to develop a strategy to address and consensually resolve 
the financial issues with its creditors and expect to be in contact with the major creditors 
in the very near future," John H. Genovese, founding partner of GJB, said. "We look 
forward to assisting the city in accomplishing its goal of reorganizing its finances and 
operations, and in evaluating the city's  assets so it can move toward sustainability in 
continuing to serve its community." 

The move comes as Mayor Myra Taylor and her husband are under investigation for an 
alleged kickback scheme related to a city sewer project. The couple is accused of taking 
$150,000 from the city to support their own finances. 

Taylor declined to comment to Local 10 News. 

Former Vice Mayor Steven Barrett told Local 10 News reporter Derek Shore that he 
believes the allegations. 

"This is the most corrupt city in the 
world," Barrett said. 

Barrett said he hopes something good 
comes from this. 

"Maybe we'll get our city cleaned up and 
get people that will follow the laws and 
the guidelines of the government," 
Barrett said. 

City attorney Vincent Brown had nothing to say to Local 10 as he walked to his car. 

Current Vice Mayor Timothy Holmes said he's "not shocked" by the FBI raid. 

"All I can tell you is if somebody's doing something wrong in the government, clean it 
up," Holmes said. 

Former Opa-locka city manager Steve Shiver released the following statement on 
Facebook shortly after the raid: 

"Hello. I, like many of you, have been watching with great interest the events unfolding 
at City Hall in the city of Opa-locka. I've seen the Facebook posts, I've seen pictures of 
FBI agents removing documents and other things from the city administrative offices. At 
this time, I can't go into any specifics on the advice of my consul, Rick Yabor. However, 
if you'll recall, before being abruptly terminated city manager in November of last year, I 
pointed out several irregularities and there were things that just didn't make sense about 
their financial systems there. At this point, I hope and pray that our justice system will 
rapidly resolve this issue and allow the good citizens, the business owners and 
residents of Opa-locka to finally move forward. Thank you very much." 



City officials voted 3-1 to fire Shiver in 
November after he spent three months as 
Opa-locka's city manager. 

According to the Miami Herald, the firing 
was led by the mayor after Shiver asked 
the state for help in resolving an $8 million 
deficit. 

Taylor criticized the move and said Shiver 
should have taken the issue to the city commission. 

The FBI said no arrests have been made. 

http://www.local10.com/web/wplg/news/federal-agents-swarm-opa-

locka-municipal-complex 

http://www.local10.com/web/wplg/news/federal-agents-swarm-opa-locka-municipal-complex
http://www.local10.com/web/wplg/news/federal-agents-swarm-opa-locka-municipal-complex


 

 

Cabana Dining at the Biltmore Hotel 
Updated: Mar 31, 2016 9:05 PM EDT 

 

Hanging out poolside usually means bathing suits and floaties ... till now. Leave your 
suit and towel at home. All you need to bring to this pool is your appetite. 

The Biltmore Hotel in Coral Gables is a historic landmark. The hotel's bell tower is the 
highest spot in the Gables, and their pool is one of the largest in the U.S. 

And, you don't need to check in to check out their latest way to unwind and fill up. 

Chef David Hackett, Biltmore Hotel: "The new dining experience is cabana dining at the 
Biltmore. We are offering dining in one of our nine cabanas." 

This isn't a dinky pop-up tent by the pool. These cabanas are pretty and private. 

Chef David Hackett, Biltmore Hotel: "We wanted something that you can enjoy, 
certainly, the great scenery that the Biltmore has to offer. The beautiful outdoor cabana 
setting, especially when the sun goes down and the pool is lit up, is just extraordinary." 

For $200 per person, you get to choose four courses from any of the restaurants on the 
property. Or, you and the chef can create a one-of-a-kind meal. 



Chef David Hackett: "We want them to be part of the menu planning and the 
developing, and certainly have the experience be totally different, like they can never 
get anywhere else." 

Cabana dining is perfect for a girls' night or a date night. Dine under the stars on tuna 
tartare, Spanish octopus or cowboy steak. And you can share dessert while lounging 
inside the cabana. 

Chef David Hackett: "The desserts that we offer in the Biltmore there are our 
homemade crème brûlée. There's our tiramisu; we have an awesome hazelnut cake." 

Filling up al fresco never looked or tasted so good. 

FOR MORE INFO: 
The Biltmore Hotel 
1200 Anastasia Ave. 
Coral Gables, FL 33134 
(855) 969-3080 
www.biltmorehotel.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.biltmorehotel.com/


http://www.wsvn.com/story/31615776/cabana-dining-at-the-biltmore-

hotel 

http://www.wsvn.com/story/31615776/cabana-dining-at-the-biltmore-hotel
http://www.wsvn.com/story/31615776/cabana-dining-at-the-biltmore-hotel
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Isla Verde Beach in San Juan, Puerto Rico 

Getaway Guide to San Juan, Puerto Rico 

BY JONI SWEET  UPDATED 03/04/16 

Between the charm of Old San Juan’s candy-colored Spanish colonial buildings 

to the miles of pristine beaches with turquoise waves on the coast, there’s a lot to 

love about Puerto Rico. Safe, relaxed and friendly, the island feels like 

continental America with a twist, making it a worthwhile destination for new and 

seasoned jetsetters alike. 

The invigorating city entices nearly every type of traveler: adventurers splash in 

waterfalls, snorkel, and paddle through mangroves night to a bay full of glowing 

microorganisms; foodies indulge in mofongo—Puerto Rican comfort food made 

from fried and mashed plantains or cassava then topped with savory meat, fish 

or veggie stew—along with just-caught seafood; history buffs explore citadels, 

forts, and barracks from the 16th century; and vacationers delight in speakeasy-

style nightlife, fresh coconuts on the breezy beach, and romantic sunsets as the 

ubiquitous coquí tree frogs chirp their nightly chorus. 

http://www.wheretraveler.com/users/joni-sweet


This guide to San Juan will help you plan the island getaway of your dreams. No 

passport necessary! 

Mofongo is a classic Puerto Rican dish 

Eat and Drink: Restaurants in San Juan 

Near the beach, you’ll find plenty of trendy restaurants with fresh caught 

seafood. Oceano, for example, boasts a delectable menu of fresh diver scallops, 

angus tenderloin, churrasco, Caribbean octopus salad and classic Puerto Rican 

dishes. The cosmopolitan restaurant entices a younger crowd with a trendy 

environment, creative bar and even salsa classes on the patio. 

You can’t leave Puerto Rico without trying mofongo and washing it down with 

piña colada. After all, the blended pineapple-coconut cocktail was born on this 

island. Barrachina, a laid-back restaurant in Old San Juan, promotes itself as 

the birthplace of the piña colada, although this is contested by another local 

establishment. 

No matter the truth of this legend, one thing’s for sure: Barrachina churns out 

frothy piña coladas as thick as milkshakes, perfectly balancing the tang of the 

http://oceanopr.com/
http://www.barrachina.com/


pineapple with the rich, creamy coconut and, of course, smooth rum. Enjoy it with 

one of the hearty mofongo dishes—options include skirt steak, chicken, seafood, 

lobster and vegetables—and you’ll be full for days. 

While Barrachina gives a taste of traditional San Juan, the contemporary dining 

culture is best discovered at The Parrot Club, a nuevo Latino bar and bistro in 

Old San Juan. The bustling spot, located in a colonial-style building with brightly 

colored walls and tropical decor, features a menu of local specialties—plantain-

crusted mahi mahi, chicken rice, churrasco—along with Spanish-inspired snacks 

 like ceviche, tostadas, coconut shrimp. 

Author's Note: I highly recommend starting with the tower of empanadas, which 

wowed my group for both its presentation and the variety of flavors. 

 
Explore the lively nightlife scene in Old San Juan. 

Old San Juan boasts tons of lively bars and nightlife options, such as La 

Factoría. The speakeasy-style club—with no sign—contains roughly a half 

dozen rooms, each with its own decor and vibe. Well-mixed cocktails, like the 

Lavender Mule—ginger beer, vodka and housemade lavender syrup—go down 

easily in the dark, edgy space. The endless opportunities to explore dim rooms 

http://www.parrotclubpr.com/
https://www.facebook.com/lafactoriapr/
https://www.facebook.com/lafactoriapr/


filled with cool art make La Factoría the “it place” for 20- and 30-somethings in 

San Juan right now. 

Things to Do in San Juan 

Unlike other destinations which may cater mostly to daredevils, Puerto Rico 

offers something for every type of adventurer. There’s no need for travelers to 

come to the island with a lot of equipment or experience—most adventure tours 

include everything you need, and novices are always welcome. 

Nature lovers should make a point to check out El Yunque National Forest, the 

only tropical rain forest in the national forest system. With 24 miles of recreational 

trails, El Yunque presents ample hiking opportunities. 

One highlight is the trail to La Coca Falls, which takes travelers through the lush 

forest to a gorgeous waterfall. The paved path is easily traversed, making this 

hike a great one for young kids. Along the way, keep your eyes out for giant 

snails, bright green parrots and giant leafy ferns. The trail peaks at La Coca 

Falls, stunning cascades that plunge 85 feet onto a rock formation. It’s a 

refreshing spot for a dip and snapshots. 

Before you leave El Yunque, stop at Yokahú Tower, which offers stunning 

panoramic views from the Atlantic Ocean to the Caribbean Sea. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

  

  

http://www.fs.usda.gov/elyunque


Puerto Rico is one of the few places on earth to experience bioluminescence, the 

emission of light from living creatures. Witness this wondrous phenomenon at 

Laguna Grande—also known as Bio Bay—with Island Kayaking Adventures. 

The kayaking tour kicks off at dusk, with visitors coupling up into yellow kayaks. 

The paddle through the narrow mangrove forest isn’t easy, but frustration can be 

avoided if you choose to laugh when your boat bumps into the giant, gnarly 

mangrove trees. 

Once in the expansive bay, the guides will line up the kayaks, side by side, and 

explain what you’re about to see: Millions of Pyrodinium Bahamense, a type of 

dinoflagellate, twinkle under the water whenever they’re disturbed by the touch of 

a hand. Island Kayaking Adventures cleverly drapes a tarp over tour groups to 

shield against light pollution, giving visitors a better chance to catch the magical 

show. 

Fly kites outside of Castillo San Felipe del Morro in San Juan. 

Landlubbers need not worry, as San Juan contains everything you need for a 

non-seafaring adventures. 

http://ikapr.com/


The city’s two preserved forts showcase how generations of soldiers lived and 

worked to protect the strategic island of Puerto Rico. At Castillo San Cristóbal, 

a fort designed to protect San Juan from enemies on land, you can see where 

the Spanish-American War’s first shots were fired and step inside a dark-as-night 

dungeon. The expansive vistas from the top provide incredible opportunities to 

photograph the city and the coast. 

Castillo San Felipe del Morro, intended to defend the island from invasion by 

sea, is another must see. According to the National Park Service, it was one of 

the largest fortifications built by the Spanish in this region. Check out the restored 

lighthouse, humble cemetery, casemates and the chapel. 

In the afternoon, locals fly kites on the grassy premises surrounding the fort, a 

sight that beautifully melds a modern pastime against a historic backdrop. 

  

http://www.nps.gov/saju/planyourvisit/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/saju/planyourvisit/index.htm


Old San Juan feels unlike anywhere else in the United States. The cobblestoned 

streets with colonial-style buildings in pastel colors feel Old World, yet contain 

modern retail options, like a Crocs store and luxury handbag boutiques. 

Skip the guided tours and venture through the hilly town on your own, popping 

into old churches, shopping at chic boutiques like Luca—a contemporary 

boutique with local-made jewelry and apparel—resting in cafes and befriending 

locals in welcoming neighborhood that you won’t soon forget.  

Check out the recently renovated InterContinental San Juan. 

Where to Stay in San Juan 

The InterContinental San Juan is a top destination for those seeking resort-

style accommodations. The Morris Lapidus-designed hotel recently completed a 

$22.25 million facelift, giving many of the nearly 400 guest rooms luxurious 

upgrades. The hotel features a lagoon-style swimming pool, spacious hot tub, 

outdoor and swim-up bars and fantastic on-site dining options, such as Trattoria 

Italiana, which puts out a mouthwatering breakfast spread each morning. 

Between the hotel’s casino, fitness center and access to pristine beaches, there’s 

plenty of fun to be had without leaving the property—although you definitely 

should plan to explore. 

http://www.lucabyluca.com/
http://www.ihg.com/intercontinental/hotels/gb/en/san-juan/sjuha/hoteldetail
nsoto
Rectangle



Located just a few blocks from Condado Beach, Holiday Inn Express treats 

families to budget-friendly accommodations in the center of San Juan. The 

comfortable hotel includes a 24-hour fitness center and outdoor pool. Basic 

rooms have enough space for couples or parents with one child, but bigger 

families should opt for a suite, which includes a separate living room, an extra 

bathroom and additional in-room amenities, like microwaves and mini fridges. 

Travelers in search of charming, artsy accommodations are in luck 

atCasaBlanca Hotel, a boutique property in Old San Juan. The colorful lobby 

features cool art, a giant chandelier and patterned furniture—motifs which are 

continued throughout the cozy, bright rooms. 

http://www.wheretraveler.com/getaway-guide-san-juan-puerto-rico 

http://www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels/us/en/san-juan/sjupr/hoteldetail
http://www.hotelcasablancapr.com/
http://www.wheretraveler.com/getaway-guide-san-juan-puerto-rico
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